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A LUFT i the Pipht Direstion

From the Desk of the Executive Director

It’s me again, and you may want to grab a beverage, prop your feet up and settle in,
cause it’s gonna be a long one. Over the last nine years at LIFT, I've seen a lot. I've
met a lot of great people from great agencies, all dedicated to helping others and all
well versed in identifying and meeting needs in their communities. I’ve been to a lot
of meetings, witnessed a lot of excitement about new services and programs being
developed to meet a need, solve a problem, and help people become more self-
sufficient. We’ve all watched the momentum of these programs and services grow
over the years, bearing fruit and meeting needs. I've seen hope for the future in the
eyes of people I’ve come to know and respect as colleagues. There have been a lot
of “warm and fuzzy” moments with these folks, knowing we were all working to
make a difference.

But I gotta tell ya, folks, that things here in PA are changing...and not in a good
way. Over the past month, the meetings I've attended have had a different feel to
them. What I see now in the eyes of my colleagues is a deeper weariness and
frustration. I'm hearing common themes of cutbacks, struggles, fears of reduced
hours or layoffs for staff, or worse, of agencies having to close their doors in a few
weeks or a month. But more than that, I’'m hearing concern for those we are all here
to serve. What will happen to our consumers when we are so short staffed that we
can’t meet growing needs? How do you decide who has to wait for service, when
everyone’s need seems equally urgent? And what about all that momentum we’ve
built? There is frustration that we will all be back to square one when this debacle is
over.

Because when it comes down to it, there’s one thing that isn’t diminishing for any of
us: NEED. Need is growing, intensifying. None of us lives in a vacuum and we
are all seeing people who were once self sufficient, who didn’t qualify for or
wouldn’t ask for our services, coming to us in need. When the ability to meet needs
in one arena diminishes, the needs don’t go away. They fester and grow, demanding
attention. The need will eventually have to be met in other, often more costly,
ways.

We’re all in deep doo-doo here in PA: existing on reserves, rainy day funds, and
good old fashioned grit.



We service providers are a tough bunch. We will arm ourselves with humor,
cynicism, sarcasm, recycled paper, and pens pilfered from our banks and insurance
agents to reach out to meet the needs in our communities. But that will only get us
so far. At ten weeks and counting without a budget, we are all living on borrowed
time.

For now, LIFT is holding its own. We’re here, providing services, doing what we
can to meet our contractual and moral obligations to our consumers. We will adjust
as we need to adjust to ride this thing out, but we are realists as well. There is a very
real possibility that state funded Centers for Independent Living (CILs) like LIFT
could cease to exist. The Governor and legislators can, and did, wipe us out of the
budget. What they can’t wipe out is the NEED. A week ago, we sent out an action
alert, requesting that people contact their elected officials. For those of you who
have done so, we thank you. For those of you who haven’t, please do so. Those
who have the power to restore our funding have to know what you need and what
we, and other service providing agencies, do to help you.

My message to the Governor and legislature is simply this: We NEED a budget,
sooner rather than later. We NEED the political games to end and common sense to
take hold. Agencies, programs, and services that create a safety net for our most
vulnerable citizens NEED to be funded at functional levels. Please don’t let party
lines, campaign platforms, and egos overshadow the NEED present in our state.

Become involved in politics like your life depends upon
it, because it does.

Justin Dart

| Economic Crunch
What To Do...Where To Go...How To Survive

Important websites to assist you during these tough economic times.
www.dpw.state.pa.us
www.angelfoodministries.com
WWwWw.ntcac.org
www.homelessshelterdirectory.org
WWW.puc.state.pa.us
WWW.cor.state.pa.us

If you do not have access to a computer please feel free to visit the LIFT office to use the
computer in our resource room, or call the office and a LIFT staff member will be happy
to print the information you are looking for and send it to you.






